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You are now beginning what should be a very rewarding study of the Hindi
language. Unlike the other major Asian languages, Hindi can be learned with little more
effort than required for many European languages. The major reason for this ease of
learning is the writing system, which is ideally suited for Hindi and almost perfectly
represents the sound system of the language. You can learn to write in Hindi in just a
few weeks, although complete mastery of the Devanagari script wil take somewhat
longer.

Knowledge of Hindi is the key to the Indian subcontinent and its immense variety
of religions, cultures, and landscapes; Hindi is spoken by almost as many people in
India as all other languages combined, and the Encyclopedia Britannica has listed Hindi
as the most spoken language in the world (after Chinese) with 685 million speakers of
which 413 million speak Hindi as their native language. For activities from tourism to
scholarly research, you will find Hindi in the spoken form, which is very similar to
Urdu, indispensable. Written Hindi is more limited in scope, but learning how to read
and write the Devanagari script is the best way to start learning other Hindi language
skills, and Devanagari is also used for other languages, including Sanskrit, Nepali, and
Marathi. This book has the limited goal of teaching the writing system and beginning
conversation in preparation for a formal course of instruction. Throughout this book a
Roman transcription is used along with Devanagari; after mastering the material in this
book, you should be able to work with standard Hindi textbooks.

As you go through this book, you should do the exercises and then compare your
answers with the keys provided. Two tapes accompany this book and will be very
useful to you in relating the sounds of the language to the Devanagari characters. The
characters are taught in the traditional order with which you need to be familiar when
you use a Hindi-English dictionary later.

Enjoy this trip to proficiency in Hindi, which will take you to the fascinating culture
of South Asia.

W AT !
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1. INTRODUCTION

Hindi is written in the devanaagarii or naagarii script, which is derived from
the ancient braahmii writing system. The devanaagarii script is used not only for
Hindi and its variants such as awadhii and brajbhaasaa but is also used to write
Nepali, Marathi, and Sanskrit, the ancient language of India which is of importance
today chiefly in Hindu religious life. The other Indian languages (except Urdu) also
use writing systems derived from braahmi, but the forms of the letters have become
quite different in many cases.

The devanaagarii script is syllabic; each symbol represents a vowel or a
consonant and a following vowel. Such a syllabic symbol is called aksar. The
aksar are arranged in order, according to pronunciation. First come the vowels,
svar, then the consonants, vyafijan. The consonants are also arranged
systematically. First there are five series, varg, of consonants arranged according to
the place of articulation, from the back of the mouth to the front. Then follow y , r,
I, v, the sibilants &, s, and s, and finally h. We will learn the devanaagarii aksar in
the traditional order, according to the alphabet. However, we will first learn a
consonant group before beginning the actual alphabet with the vowels. In that way,

we can immediately practice writing some words.




2.THE KA VARG

We will begin with the first series of consonants, the ka varg. Since this is the first
varg, the place of articulation is the back of the mouth; since the back of the tongue
touches the soft palate, the velum, the ka varg is also known as the velar series. In
Hindi the name ka varg comes from the name of the first aksarin the series (ka).

The ka varg, like the other four varg, is arranged in a particular order based on
pronunciation. The first consonant is a voiceless stop, thus with no breath of air
following the occlusion. The voiceless, non-aspirated velar stop, k , is pronounced
like English k without the aspiration. Since all Hindi characters are syllables, we
always have a vowel with every consonant. When there is no vowel sign, we assume
the consonant to be followed by the vowel a (pronounced like the a in English sofa,
the "schwa" sound). Thus the first aksar ka is written &:

The next aksar in the ka varg is identical in pronunciation to ka above except that
it is aspirated, i.e., a strong breath of air occurs after the k. The aksar kha is written §:




Neither & or ¥ is identical to English k, which is usually lightly aspirated. & has
no aspiration whatsoever; pronounce the English word skit without the s and you will
be close to the sound of k. On the other hand, & is more strongly aspirated than
English k.

Now we go to the voiced consonants in the ka varg , those pronounced with
vibration of the vocal cords. The first is non-aspirated I, which is very similar to
English g in good.

Although ¥ is similar to the corresponding English sound, you may have difficulty
distinguishing & from T, since English has only one unaspirated velar consonant, g.
Thus when you hear Hindi =, the other unaspirated velar consonant, you may
interpret it as I even though it is voiceless and pronounced with somewhat greater

force. Thus clearly distinguish these pairs:

1. kaa/gaa 2. kul/gul 3 kram/gram 4 kelaa/gelaa

5. ko/go 6. koraa/goraa 7. kam/gam 8. kis/gis



Since g is never aspirated in English (or other non-Indian languages), you may find
the next aksar in the ka varg , aspirated gha, written ¥ , somewhat difficult to
pronounce:

The first four consonants of each series, like s & I ¥ above for the & varg, are
known as stops, since they are short discrete sounds. The fifth consonant, however, is
a nasal continuant. In the s varg , the nasal continuant is pronounced like ng in
English singer and written g. In practice, however, S is rarely written in Hindi,
since it is not an independent phoneme but occurs only immediately preceding the &
varg aksar® @ T . Thus a pronunciation as in finger is possible in Hindi but not a
pronunciation as in singer. When the sound of €= occurs, it is usually marked as a dot

on the preceding consonant, a process known as anuswaar. The English word gunk
would be written % /gank/.

We have now learned the % varg :

voiceless stop voiced stop nasal

unaspirated aspirated vnaspirated aspirated

F q T g



3.THE VOWEL MAATRAAS

We will first learn the vowels in the form in which they are written when following
a consonant, the maatraa form. The consonant is combined with the vowel maatraa to
form the aksar .

The first vowel is a , pronounced like the underlined vowels in the English words:
sofa believe. The maatraa form of this vowel is not written but is assumed present
when no other maatraa is written:

% ka 9 kha W ga ¥ gha

The vowel a is not assumed present at the end of the word unless the word consists
of only one aksar :

Thus  ©=kha but Q= gakh, not gakha

The vowel aa is pronounced somewhat like the vowels in American English
father, cot, but the tongue is further forward. The maatraa form of the vowel aa is
written as a vertical line after the consonant. Thus after the consonant & :

kaa

g chi ol




The vowel 1, pronounced as in English 'sit’ or, when at the end of the word, as a
very short clipped (i.e. non-diphthongal) version of the vowel in English ‘see’ is
unusual in that its maatraa form is written before the consonant it follows in
pronunciation .

With the consonant & :

ki

vl

Ich g’) ch

The loop should touch the consonant where the consonant touches the horizontal line

at the left .

The vowel ii (the long version of the vowel above) is pronounced like the vowel
in English 'see' or 'seat’ but if is tenser in Hindi and without the y-glide at the end. It
is written with the vertical line after the consonant, again connected with a loop.

Example with & :

kii
The loop should touch the consonant where the consonant touches the horizontal line

R




‘The short vowel u is pronounced somewhat like the vowel in English 'put' , but
the lips should be well-rounded. Example with &:

o B

UJ

The long vowel uu is pronounced somewhat like the vowel in English 'coo' but
without the w-glide at the end and with the lips well-rounded. Example with & :

b Db

{aN\ o~

Practice pronunciation of these aksar :

Distinguish long and short consonant sounds:

L & E0) T )
2. 9 (C]] ) YT
. & Nl fir 1§
PR (c c1) for 1l
5. % % T T
D [N D [N
Distinguish voiceless and voiced consonant sounds:
6. SIATT 7. AT 8. RIATT
9.  HET 10. Fg 11. &y

[N Y

Distinguish unaspirated and aspirated consonant sounds:
12.  TI/ET 13. g 14.  TrEy



The vowel e is pronounced like the vowels in English 'pay' and 'bait’, but it is
pronounced more tensely and without the final y-glide. The maatraa form of this
. - ) .
vowel is written as a __ marker above the consonant. Example with h:

ke

o
LIt
touches the horizontal line where the consonant touches the horizontal line at the

This maatraa may be slanted more to the left and have a loop at the top |
right.

The vowel ai  is usually pronounced like the vowel in English 'bet’; the
transcription with two different vowels reflects the fact that some speakers pronounce
this sound like a diphthong. The maatraa form of this vowel is written as a double

Y .
marker above the consonant. Example with h:

kai ;
ai \\, .

Both ‘flags' touch the horizontal line at the same point, where the consonants touch
the horizontal line at the right.



The vowel o is pronounced like the vowel in English 'boat’ without the following
w-glide and with the lips well-rounded. The maatraa form of this vowel consists of a
vertical line at the right of the consonant and a single : touching the horizontal line
at the same point as the right vertical line. Example with &:

ko

Vo
ol Dl

The vowel au is usually pronounced like the vowel in English brought or saw

although some Hindi speakers pronounce it like a diphthong. It is written like T but
with a double touching the horizontal line at the same place as the right
vertical line. Example with & :

&bt
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EXERCISE A  Write the following aksar using the Devanaagarii alphabet.

(Letters hang from the horizontal bar.)

1. ka ki ku ke ko
kaa kii kuu kai kau
2. kha khi khu khe kho
khaa khii khuu khai khau
3. ga gi gu ge go
gaa gii guu gai gau
4. gha ghi ghu ghe gho

ghaa ghii ghuu ghai ghau



EXERCISE A Compare the key below with the aksar you wrote on the

1. ka %h
kaa Pl
2. kha q
khaa W©T
3. ga T
gaa T
4. gha
ghaa HT

ki

kii

khii

ghi

ghii

previous page.

o
I

%

S

S

kuu

khuu

guu

ghu

ghuu

=)

>3

20

Q]

6y

X

o]

>4

ke

kai

g€

gai

ghe

ghai

>

ﬂ.lb

N T - -

.qp

ko 557'
kau #
kho @}
khau @?'
go 77?'
gau Jﬁ'
gho ﬂ?’
ghau ﬂ?’

11
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EXERCISE B  Write the following words in Devanaagarii. Note that the nasal (n)
is written with a dot on the previous consonant. (see p.4)

Cover up key on next page until after you have written the exercise.

1. kanghaa (large comb)

2. kanghii (small comb)

3. kaakaa (paternal uncle)
4, kank (white kite)*

5. kaakii (paternal aunt)
6. kaag (crow)

7. kekaa (peacock's cry)*
8. | kokh (womb)

9. | khang (sword)*

10.  khaakii (tan color)

11.  gangaa (Ganges River)
12.  ghaagh (clever)

13.  ghii (clarified butter)
14, ghonghaa (snail)

15.  gungii (type of snake)*

*These words are found in the dictionary but are rare and unknown to the average
native speaker in some cases. In all these writing exercises, the words are given only
to practice writing; they need not be learned.
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EXERCISEB  %sil kunjii (key')

L. kanghaa T 0. khang @T

2. kanghii T 10. khaakii ~ @TeRl
3 kaakaa hTehT 11.  gangaa TFTT

4. kank EF"_’F 12.  ghaagh CIC)
5.  kaakii HTehT 13.  ghii 1)

6. kaag ST 14.  ghonghaa ‘aﬁ"al'l'
7 kekaa E\mﬂ' 15.  gungii {Pﬂ-

8 kokh ‘_’l’ﬁ-@-

4. THE CA VARG

After the & varg described in section 2, we have the ca varg with a place of
articulation more to the front of the mouth. Since the middle of the tongue touches
the hard palate, the ca varg is called the palatal series. In Hindi, the name of the ca
varg comes from the name of the first aksar in the series, ca , which like the first
member of the & varg , is voiceless and unaspirated. The ca is pronounced like
the ch's in English church. (We do not use ch in the transcription of this
consonant, since an h following a consonant always signifies aspiration in this
transcription and ca is unaspirated.) It is written 9 :
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The next aksar inthe ® varg isidentical in pronunciation to & above except that
it is aspirated. There is no equivalent in English for this sound /ch / It is written %:

The first of the voiced consonants in the & varg is j which is similar to English /j/
in judge, /jaj/. It is written S :

The other voiced stop in the ¥ varg is aspirated jh , which has no English
equivalent. It is written either ¥wor & :

EH HHH
)

—>




The final member of the & varg is the nasal continuant, the palatal i written 7.
Again, like €e, the 3 is rarely written in Hindi, since it is not an independent
phoneme but found only preceding the & varg consonants. It is then written as a
dot on the preceding consonant, the anusvaar. Thus the word ganj is written <.

We have now learned the & varg:
voiceless stop voiced stop nasal

unaspirated aspirated unaspirated aspirated

T 0B S B

EXERCISE C  Write the following in Devanaagarii. (Cover up the key!)

1. ca 2. ji 3. cu 4. je T
S5.co 6.chaa ~— 7.jhii T 8. chuu

9.jhai 10. chau — 11. ja _ 12. ci

13. ju ___ 14. ce ____ 15. jo . 16. jhaa
17.chii 18 jhuu __ 19. char 20. jhau

15
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EXERCISE C =T kunjii ('key')

1. ca

5. co

T
=7

-\
9. jhai A

13. ju

3

17.chii él

EXCERCISED Write these words in Devanagari.

6. chaa EI
10. chau 5'

18. jhuu Qc-\

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

ciikhe
kuch
kunjak
kic kic
caacaa
caacii
cuukii
cukaa
cangaa
caakuu

cungii

-
3.cu a- 4. je Er
)

7. jhii .@- 8. chuu E
A

11. ja Er 12. ci %—

15. jo Gh- 16. jhaa QT

-\
19. chai E 20. jhau Qﬁ-

(screamed)
(something)
(guard)
(prattle)
(paternal uncle)
(paternal aunt)
(anger)
(missed)
(finished)
(good)

(knife)

(customs duty)



13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

EXERCISED &SI kunjii (key')

cecak
caukii

jag

Jjiijaa

jokh
Jjhakaajhak

cakho

1.

10.

ciitkhe

kuch

kunjak

kic kic

caacaa

caacii

khiij

cuukii

cukaa

cangaa

Elrc]
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(smallpox)

(stool)

(universe)

(elder sister's husband)
(weight)

(shining)

(taste)

11. caakuu TIh

N
12. cungii %Eﬁ

13, cecak *‘;Fﬁﬁ

14, caukii %ﬁ?ﬁ-

15, jag ST

16.  jiijaa GﬁTr!T

17.  jokh Eﬁ-@-

18.  jhakaajhak THHRIdh
19. cakho %Rﬁ
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5. THE VOWELS -- FULL FORMS

If a vowel does not come after a consonant, it must be written in the full
form. Thus the full form is written when a vowel is :
(1)  after another vowel; thus in gaii (ga+ii), a is in the maatraa form
(thus not written) and ii is in the full form.
(2)  at the beginning of a word as in aaj today
(3) cited alone as in dictionaries or in exclamations such
as: e! o!

The list below gives the full forms corresponding to the maatraas we have learned.
Note that the distinction between the maatraa form and the full form is a writing
convention only; the pronunciation of the full form of a vowel is identical to that of
the maatraa form.

1. a /sofa/ maatraa formafter % : . Fullform: &

Alternative (less common) way of writing this vowel:

O
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2. aa [father / maatraa form after® : @7 . Full form: T

“ Ll 1o el

Alternative (less common) way of writing this vowel:

OF AR

3. 1 /sit/ maatraa form after & : f% . Full form:

4. ii /seat /maatraa form after ¥ : #I. Full form: &
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5. u /pull/ maatraa formafter & : ¥ . Fullform: T

—

S D

6. uu /boot/ maatraa form after F : FH. Fullform: &

~>

7. e /bait/ maatraa formafter & : & . Full form: q

.

L <

8. ai /bet/ maatraa form after & : & . Full form: Q’
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9. o /boat/ maatraa formafter @& : #T . Full form: T

N o A
D J 3l S

Alternative (less common) way of writing this vowel:

N
N e

10. au /bought/ maatraa form after & : %t . Full form: &
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EXERCISE E Fill in the aksar of the Devanaagarii alphabet after the
transcriptions given in alphabetical order below:

a aa i il u
uu e ai 0 au
ka kha ga gha f
ca cha ja jha n

EXERCISE F Write the correct maatraa form of the vowel indicated after the
consonant thus forming a new aksgar.

L 9 + T = — 6. @ + 3 =

2. % + d = —— 7% + 3 = T
3. 07T + T = —— 8 T + % =

4 F + F¥ = T 2 H + ¥ =

5. 9 + ¥ = — 100 8 + & =
EXERCISEF. i kunjii ('key')

. ¥ + T = ¥ 6. @ + AT = @
2.8 + ;M = ® 7. % + 3 = 7
3.7 + ®W = 7 8. T + T = T

4. 5§ + ¥ = T 9. A + ¥ = f



EXERCISE G. Write each word in the Devanaagarii script.

1.

2.

10.

ek
ka-ii
aag
ugaa
gaa-o
khaa-o
ga-ii
ga-uu
aaj

ko-ii

(one)
(several)
(fire)
(grew)
(sing)
(eat)
(went)
(cow)
(today)

(someone)

EXERCISE G. %Sl kunjii (key')

ek
ka-1ii
aag
ugaa
gaa-o
khaa-o
ga-ii
ga-uu
aa 1

ko-11

e
FS

T
T
IE
CIE]
TS
TS
TS

CIE

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

iikh
jaaegaa
chaa-ii
ochaa-ii
khaa-ii
augii
jaa-o
kauaa
acuuk

khoaa

iikh
jaaegaa
chaa-ii
ochaa-ii
khaa-ii

augii

. jaa-o

. kauaa

acuuk
khoaa

EEEELFEEE

23

(sugarcane)
(will go)
(covered)
(absurdity)
(ate)
(whip)

(g0)
(crow)

(unfailing)

(thickened milk)
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6. NASALIZED VOWELS

All vowels in Hindi may be nasalized. Nasalization is marked by a dot and
crescent (  candrabindu ) above the horizontal line. The candrabindu is placed
directly above the vowel sign:

oral vowel 3 AT T E S =2 g T aT oAt
a a 1 i u u e ai 0 au
nasal vowel 3 AT £l % 3 5, Q.'v ﬁ.' AT
3 o1 7w % w € TR At

As a writing convention, the crescent is usually omitted when a vowel maatraa
appears above the horizontal line, and only the dot is then written to the right of the
maatraa .
Thus STHT  jhditkaa 'gust is usually written ZITeRT

+fg  dikh 'scream’  is usually written H1@
One disadvantage of this writing convention is that the writing system shows no
difference between, say, ciinkh (anusvaar) and ciikh (anunaasik = nasalization),
which would both be written F19. In this case, ciikh is correct, since ciinkh does not
exist. In general, with long vowels, nasalization is more common, while anusvaar is

more common with short vowels.

EXERCISEI ~ Write in Devanaagarii

1. jok T (leech) 9. glingaa — (deal)

2. litcaa  — (high) 10. gaaege ~— (we will sing)
3.kaicii T (scissors) 11 khaatin ~—— (shallleat?)
4. jaailigaa —  (Iwill go) 12. aakh (eye)

5. céc T (beak) 13. jhatikaa —  (gust)

6. tughii  —  (dozed) 14. Fico — " (stretch)
7.caike T (startled) 15. akaa-ii (estimate)

8. jhaako (peep)
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EXERCISEL  FSl kunjii (key')

8. jhagko AT

1. jok \"rﬁ% 9. gliiigaa 7:\'” |
2. Ticaa Al 10. gaaége VI IQVJI
» A . -
3. kdficii ]l 11 khaatii @Toh
4. jaalitigaa S TS 12. 43kh qE
5. céc T 13. jhaiikaa ERED)
6. Tighti e 14, a0 THI
7. caike  Aleh 15. akaa-ii WS

7. THE € VARG

‘After the | varg described in section 4, we have the €varg with a place of
articulation again further forward in the mouth; the tip of the tongue touches the palate
as far back as possible. Since there is some retroflexion of the tip of the tongue, this
varg is called the retroflex series. In the transcription, retroflex consonants are

designated by using capital letters. Other transcriptions use a dot below retroflex
consonants:

T=t D=d
Although English t is pronounced with the tip of the tongue on the alveolar ridge
behind the teeth and is thus further front than Hindi retroflex 7T, Hindi speakers use T
and D when pronouncing English loan words with /t/and /d /, respectively.

The first aksar inthe € varg is voiceless and unaspirated €:
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The next aksar in the € varg is identical in pronunciation to € above except

that it is aspirated. /Tha/is written & :

The first of the voiced stopsinthe & varg isunaspirated /D /, § :

The other voiced stop is aspirated /Dh /written @
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The final member of the € varg is the nasal continuant, the retroflex /N /
written T or

U U U]

Q) o

In native Hindi words, T is rarely written since it is not an independent
phoneme but found only preceding the other members of the € varg: € & € @.
However, unlike € and 3 , there are many nouns borrowed from Sanskrit in which
U is written, although it is usually pronounced like a dental /n/. In native Hindi
words, like aNDaa 'egg' , the dot (anusvaar) is used: HET

We have now learned the € varg;:

voiceless stop voiced stop nasal
unaspirated aspirated unaspirated aspirated

A %) g [ T
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8.  THE TONGUE-FLIP CONSONANTS

These consonants are not part of the five varg of the Devanaagarii script,
since that alphabet includes only those aksar found in Sanskrit. The tongue-flip
consonants developed much later in Hindi and since no symbols were available for
these consonants, they are written by putting dots under the retroflex consonants €
and @ .

unaspirated /R /| ©

aspirated /Rh /| @

e a

These aksar, which never occur at the beginning of a word, are pronounced by

flipping the tongue from the retroflex position to the teeth. Pronounce these pairs
paying attention to the flip of the tongue and the non-aspirated/aspirated distinction:

1. 3TST / ATET 2. FET | gl 3. wETS / FETS 4. ST / MaT
5.9<T / 94T 6. STST / ATST 7. QIS / BT 8. 9€T / el

0.3STS /BT 10. 9T / =T 11.STST / ST 12,327/ &aT



9. THE d@ VARG

After the T varg described in section 7, we have the dvarg with a place of
articulation further forward in the mouth. Since the tip of the tongue touches the back
of the teeth, the ta varg is called the dental series. Note that the tongue is further front
than for English /t/. The first member of the dvarg is voiceless unaspirated T

< dv d

The other voiceless aksar in the series is aspirated /th/, written ¥ :

-

< U Y

Note that Hindi ¥ is a @ with aspiration, it is not pronounced like English 'th' in
'thing' or 'there'.

The first voiced aksar in the T varg is unaspirated /d /, written § :

—

G G

29
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The other voiced aksar in the T varg is aspirated /dh /, written H:

The final member of the d varg is the nasal continuant /n /, similar to English /n/
except that the tongue touches the back of the teeth, not the alveolar ridge as in
English. It is written ¥ :

G- ol o

Unlike the nasal continuants in the first threevarg, n is an independent phoneme in
Hindi, which does not necessarily occur before a member of the d varg. It can be
written asanusvaar only when it occurs before one of the members of the T varg.
Thus sandhi 'union’ is written: T .

We have now learned the @ varg:
voiceless stop voiced stop nasal
unaspirated aspirated unaspirated aspirated

d J < d al
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10. THE PA VARG

The final varg the ¥ varg, includes the stops with place of articulation furthest
to the front in the mouth, the lips; the first aksar in this series is unvoiced unaspirated
pa,written 9 :

Hindi /p/is unaspirated, unlike English /p /, which is usually somewhat aspirated. By
deleting the § in English 'spit’, you can come close to the pronunciation of Hindi 9.

The next aksarin the ¥ varg is identical to 9 , except that it is aspirated. It is
written % :

T O s th

The voiced non-aspirated aksar of the ¥ varg is almost identical in
pronunciation to English /b /and is written & :
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The other voiced stop in the ¥ varg is aspirated /bh / (no English equivalent ),
and is written ¥ :

The final member of the ¥ varg is the nasal continuant /m/, which is similar in
pronunciation to English /m/ and is written ¥

Like 7, # is an independent phoneme in Hindi although it may be written as
anusvaar when it occurs before one of the aksarin the §varg. Thus the word khambaa
‘column’ is written @¥T .

We have now learned the 9 varg:
voiceless stop voicedstop nasal
unaspirated aspirated unaspirated aspirated

g % c q



11.

SUMMARY CHART OF THE FIVE VARG

PLACE OF

ARTICULATION

velum

hard palate

retroflex

dental (teeth)
labial (lips)

EXERCISE 1J.
1. TaTuaa
2. Topii
3. Thag
4.  DaNDaa
5. Daakuu
6. Diig
7.  DeRh
8. Dhaa-ii
9.  Dhang

unaspirated
k =
c A
T ¢
t d
p U

VOICELESS STOPS

aspirated
kh &
ch ©
Th &
th o
ph &

(pony)

(hat)

(cheater)

(stick)

(robber)

(boast)

(1 1/2)

(2 1/2)

(manner)

Write in the Devanaagarii Script.

VOICED STOPS
unaspirated aspirated
g gh &
j S jh =
D ¥ Dh &
R € Rh @
d <« dh &
b o bh H
10. ghoRaa
11. taaki
12.  thoRaa
13.  thakaaii
14.  dhaatu
15.  pathik
16. bagiicaa
17. bachaRaa
18. maataa

33

NASALS

=
494 4 ¢

N

(horse)
(so that)
(a little)
(fatigue)
(element)
(traveler)
(garden)

(calf)

(mother)
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EXERCISE J. S kunjii (key')

1. TaTuaa ZE?TI' 10. ghoRaa Eﬁ_gT
2. Topii 2y 11.  taaki SHE]
3.  Thag ST 12.  thoRaa ?ﬁE’T
4 DaNDaa  SST 13. thakaaii TS
5. Daakuu 3’1?5\ 14. dhaatu ard
6. Diig [T 15, pathik IR
7. DeRh S 16.  bagiicaa Eﬂﬁ%l'r
8 Dhaaii @IS 17. bachaRaa OS]
9. Dhang EFT 18. maataa HIAT

PRONUNCIATION PRACTICE

Practice the contrast between aspirated and non-aspirated consonants:

L. /o 2. TG 3. fafe
4. S/ 5. S/ 6. Tz
7. /AT 8. S/ 9. ST/
10. JT/™T 11, qUa/AT 12. ST/

13. /3% 14. TrH/STH 15. SHT/SFT
16. I/ 17. 9ET/HeT



12. SEMIVOWELS AND LIQUIDS

The first semivowel is y , which is pronounced like English y in 'your' and
writtenq :

—>

&« U Y

The r in Hindi is a tongue-trill pronounced by tapping the tip of the tongue on
the roof of the mouth behind the teeth one or more times. It is written T :

The Hindi I is a clear sound with the tongue touching behind the teeth. It is
never the 'dark’' 1 of English 'wall'. It is written & :

35
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Hindi v /w is pronounced like English v but the upper teeth usually do not

touch the lower lip . Some speakers pronounce it like English w , but the lips stay
unrounded. Such a w-like pronunciation is found at the end of a word as in gdaw
‘village” . Itis written q :

13. THE SIBILANTS (S-SOUNDS)
The first sibilant is pronounced like the sh in English 'shoot'. It is transcribed

as § and written in Hindi as ¥ :

The next sibilant (transcription: s ) in the alphabet is found only in a few words
borrowed from Sanskrit and is pronounced in Hindi just like the previous sibilant .
Itis written § :

O 8§ Y




The sound of English s in sit is written § :

R

14. CONCLUSION:h

The last aksar in the Devanaagarii alphabetis h written § :

RN

EXERCISE K Give the entire Devanaagarii alphabet in order without transcriptions.

Lhe tongue-flip consonants occur immediately after their non-dotted counterparts.

10 vowels:

ka varg:

cavarg:

Ta varg :

ta varg :

pa varg :

liquids and semivowels:

sibilants and h:

37
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EXERCISE M.
EXERCISE L. Write in the  Give the words in Exercise L in the order of the
Devanaagarii script. Devanagari alphabet:
1 gaandhii (Gandhi) 1
2 b'é'i‘gan (eggplant) 2
3 kaThinaaii (difficulty) 3
4 taiyaarii (preparation) 4
5 baaris (rain) 5
6 miThaaii (sweet, candy) ©
7 samajh (understanding) 7
8 duniyaa (world) 8
9 paRhaa (literate) 9
10 dhulaaiye (have washed) 10
11 devanaagarii (Devanagari) 1
12 pahucii (arrived) 12
13 Saabaas (bravo) 13
1 4 silaaii (sewing) 14
15 kitaab (book) 15
16 haalat (condition) 16
17 1oTaa (jug) 17
18 paTaakaa __ (firecracker) 18
19 kahaavat (proverb) 19

20 saraahanaa (praise) 20




EXERCISE M. il kunjii (key)

FISATE  kaThinaaii qg?ﬁ pahficii
hgldd  kahaavat ST baaris
EGICERTT ERE bdigan
e gaandhii fUoTe  miThaaii
taiyaarii dqreT loTaa

73

duniyaa ATITA §aabaas
éTﬁTTrﬁ devanaagarii qHA samajh
W dhulaaiye W saraahanaa
qeTehT paTaakaa ﬁ:ﬁ?ﬂ? silaaii
UeT paRhaa m haalat

PRONUNCIATION EXERCISE - NASALIZATION

Listen to these pairs of words which differ only in vowel nasalization:
gl  said ( sg) 3% said (m pl) Ehff said (f sg)
gl where Tg  letssay £} said (f pl)

Now pronounce these pairs:

1 &g ATd ESEECl HME ATE 0 =
2 ST oS colCC] cIENC N I
3 ®W @y G R 1 R | R O
4 WE TA fred e et @t faer el
5 g g frg frg S S e faEt
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15. SANSKRIT AKSAR

We have learned at least two aksar which occur only in words borrowed
directly from Sanskrit. Such borrowed aksar do not retain their Sanskrit
pronunciation but are pronounced like some other Hindi sound, thus forming an
exception to the rule that all Hindi sounds are represented by a single symbol only.
Thus Sanskrit 9T is pronounced like Hindi #, and Sanskrit ¥ is pronounced like
Hindi ¥ by most speakers.

There is one additional aksar in this category, a Sanskrit vowel sound 1,
which is pronounced in Hindi as if it were written X /ri/. This vowel is written 7 :

_.9 i .

A A A

Since this aksar was a vowel in Sanskrit, it also has a maatraa form, which is of

course also pronounced /ri/ in Hindi. It is written as a little hook as shown here with & :

kr EQ

d (A

Other examples: gj‘ Tcl: g
br o ghr 9
1 d

vr
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AU, 3T 9, =g §
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EXERCISE N. Write the following words of Sanskrit origin using the special
letters mentioned in section 15. (Cover up the key at the bottom of the page!)

I.IN e (debt)

2. bhaasaa -------------- (language)
3. kaaraN  --—----—------- (reason)
4. rsi memmmmmee- (sage)

5. krpaa --emeemmmemee- (kindness)
6. viseSaN  --=---=mmmmnem (adjective)
7. Ity eemmmemmeeeee- (season)
8. bhaasaN -----------—-- (speech)

EXERCISE N. &SIl kunjii (key")

1. IN T

2. bhaasaa HTHT
3. kaaraN KW
4. rsi ;h‘FE[

5. krpaa T

6. visesaN %ﬁw
7. rtu ZFid

8. bhaasaN 3:|'|'\-I,S]'U'|'

9. aNu

10. dosii =~ ------
11. trsit -——---
12.grh -
13 trtily  --—---
14. krsN =~ -——--
15. ghriNaa ------
16. prthvii ~ ------

9. aNu
10. dosii
11. trsit

12. grh

13. trtify
14. krsN
15. ghriNaa
16. prthvii

-------- (guilty)

-------- (house)
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16. PERSO - ARABIC SOUNDS

During the long periods of Muslim rule in India, Persian was a semi-official
language in India, and many Persian words (some of Arabic origin) came into the
language , thus giving rise to the Urdu language. Along with these Urdu words , some
non-Hindi sounds were also introduced into Hindi . Since there were no symbols in the
Devanaagarii script for these sounds, existing symbols were modified by placing dots
below them. There are five such symbols, but the two most common are also found in
English.

q; pronounced like English /f/. This sound is very commonly used in Hindi

both in Urdu words and English borrowings. Even in native words the
pronunciation of /f/ is common where /ph/ would be correct. Thus many speakers
pronounce % phal 'fruit’ as B fal  Other words of Indian origin such as T

guphaa 'cave' are pronounced gufaa by almost everyone.

:'ﬂ- -pronounced like English /z/.  This sound is also commonly used in Hindi

both in words of Persian origin and English borrowings. Many speakers tend to
pronounce all occurrences of S j in Urdu words as ST z, Thus the word SIIEY zanjir
'chain’ may often be pronounced S{SIX zanzir. Still, less educated speakers tend to
substitute ST j in words such as §TSIX  baazaar , i.e. baajaar.

'@- -pronounced like ch in Scottish loch , German Bach . Although this sound is

sometimes heard in words of Indian origin, such as % laxnauu for g ,
the capital of U.P. , it is much more common for speakers in India to substitute @ kh
forg x .

The other two Urdu sounds, written as @ and 7, are rarely used in Hindi.
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EXERCISE O. Write in the Devanaagarii script.

1. ciiz (thing)

2. xuubsuurat (beautiful)

3. zamiin-daar (landowner)
4. baazaar (bazaar)

5. lifaafaa (envelope)

6. xaas (special)

7. fauran (immediately)
8. zanjiir (chain)

9. xatar-naak (dangerous)

EXERCISE O. &l kunjii (key')
1. ciiz IS

2. xuubsuurat  GEYIJ

3. zamiin-daar THIETT

4. baazaar C1SEES

5. lifaafaa TR

6. xaas g1y

7. fauran HIRA

8. zanjiir GTEﬁT

9. xatar-naak  GJIATh
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17. CONJUNCT LETTERS

If we want to write a word like halka in Devanaagarii, we must suppress the
vowel 37 after the {. One way to suppress the 3 is to use the sign called 1 or aﬁ?f
(hal or halant). Thus halka could be written: NGl

However, the g is rarely used in Hindi. Much more commonly, special
conjuncts are used to suppress the vowel & between the consonants. When the first
consonant has a right vertical line, the right vertical line is deleted and the left part of
the second consonant replaces the right vertical line. Thus in halkaa:

T o+ F = @& ghT

Other examples:

saxt  ‘'hard' S + d = [Cy W
glaani  'sadness’ T + o = To ‘?'lTﬁr
acchaa 'good' ° + W o= T =91
jvar  'fever S 4+ J = 39 ST

tyaag 'resignation’ < + g = g AT
dhyaan ‘attention’ & + J = 7 T
pyaaz  'onion' c + 9 = 9 TS
haftaa  'week' ¥ 4+ d = K sl
ThaNDaa 'cold' r + ¥ = TUg aUsT
andhaa  'blind' r + g = | 3?{??;'['['

AT anusvaar may also be used in these two words:  &<T, HHT
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blaauz 'blouse’ S + Kl = =Y YIS
jaldii  hury € 2+ © = W& S
vyast 'busy’ c + =<, T + d= g
slok 'stanza’ q + q = T -Q?'ﬁT’F

S qsc

nasT 'destroyed’  © +
( T never forms a conjunct witha < varg consonant, alwaysuse ¥ .)
kyaa 'what' F + J = T
lajja 'shame’ S+ 3 = 95 TSI T

‘Note that the short vertical strokes at the right of % and % are treated like the
normal right vertical line.

When the left consonant does not have a right vertical line, either use a g or write
one consonant above the other. Examples:

ciTThii 'letter'
aDDaa 'station’
raddii 'waste'

paTTi  'bandage'

)

W s a0
+ + + + +
g9 o A a o
&ﬂN‘lxﬂl;gﬂM‘l
19443

yuddh 'war
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If a conjunct is followed and preceded by a vowel, the two consonants are often not

written as a conjunct even though pronounced without intervening 3:

1. boltaa 'speaks’ Gl

A verb stem, such as TIeT above, never forms a conjunct with the verb
endings such as -dT taa , etc.
2. laRkaa 'boy' ®I€hT

The tongue-flip consonants € @ never form conjuncts either as first or
second member.
3. raaytaa '"pickled salad" JTIJT

T is never the first member of a conjunct.
4. aglaa "next" ST
Instances like these are covered by the rule that when the spoken ¥ is

dropped in a derivation or plural, the conjunct is not written. (The above word is
derived from 31T agal.) Other examples: ,
QNIeT paagal 'crazy' WIAT  paglaa 'crazy person'
AT aurat  'woman'  HIA aurfe  'women'

5. There are no consistent rules for foreign words. English conjuncts are usually
written as conjuncts in Hindi. In Persian borrowings, conjuncts are less likely to be
written. Thus JHAIT is more common than J&FIX for tasviir 'picture’ and EEEHED
is more common that Fl?fﬂﬁ for nazdiik 'mear' . Even when two consonants are
not written as a conjunct, do not pronounce the 3 sound between them if they are
preceded by a vowel and followed by a vowel as in the above examples. Thus in
E RG] aurat, a vowel comes before the first consonant, but does not follow the
second consonant and the 3 is pronounced. In A aurte, both conditions are

satisfied and the 3 is not pronounced.
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EXERCISE P.  Write as words in Devanaagarii.
Form conjuncts of adjacent consonants.

I U B < S —
S I —
ERESIE I - —
OO B I | ——
¥ §HFFTITE e
L) I - —
SEEC U 1 S —
R I (- S——
S < 1 ——
e T TTTH e
I T I -
S T (| —
£ I I - S —
A I 1 1 ——
EXERCISE P. %1 kunjii (key')
S ¢ T
3 @ to TrqH
&= 8 FEC
¢ 3UST R FT
¥ G 82 TFh
& TR £8 T
v T t &Y
= iR 08 e

IS

€ YATTE

0 FIAAT

= LTI

€ AT T AT

e AT AT

A T3%

R LATIAT

RALATTF

3@ TgAX

% TGAT

3 AT F

R I ATTHT T

RS AMIATH
S CEp]
¢= fars
R FeaT
R qHET
% gSSF
R T
R AT
R¥ HBX

W HFGT
R& ST

RY MUY
RE N
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18. CONJUNCTSWITH T r

1. ¥ follows the consonant.

If the consonant has a right vertical line, the T is written as stroke near the bottom of

the vertical line:
HH  kram 'order' Oid  srot  'source'
o priy ‘'loved" dd  vrar ‘fast’
UTH  graam 'village' I  umr ‘'age'

The only exception is with the consonant @ where the special form T is used:
WA chaatr 'student’ HIAT maatraa ‘'vowel sign'

If the first consonant is rounded, a double stroke is used:
sRg  daridr ‘poor’  STHT Draamaa 'play’

1. ¥ precedes the consonant

In this case, T is written as a 'flying T' on top of and touching the horizontal line at
the same place as the right part of the consonant.

'ﬂ\'@f muurkh  'fool e ardh ‘half’
qq sarp 'snake’ i) Sart ‘condition’

The flying T is sometimes combined with vowel maatraas:
ey - i ., . ' .o . 1
[d  Sart€  'conditions f&ﬁ kursii 'chair

Note that the flying ris always at the right of the complete akgar, which may include
a vowel sign.

FAT  kartaa  'worker GTE paarTii  ‘'party'



EXERCISE Q Write as words in Devanagarii using conjuncts with T,

50

<« N W

G ™ x

.4

~
£~ A
/(.I

49 ,9 .,
MY é"

= I

J‘I }'n'l M

P

9 7 H

=

oy

PR P |
/A
|

e
ﬁ Y A
A

)
A5

~
,4
Iy

44 1‘51 I-d'l
|
Al
E" A

M

-9

|
Ao A

A

Al

4
g & 8 8 9 9

Al
M oM
s

P

x|
«
3]

P

}a‘l 1-1'|
I I

A
A .9
3 4

.4
al

(friend)
(meaning)
(mere)
(curtain)
(province)
(road)
(entrance)
(loan)
(nation)
(woman)
(act,action)
(moon)
(expense)
(pain)
(holy)
(snore)
(mention)
(pure)
(action)

(rooster)



EXERCISE Q. sl kunjii (key")

g
R
3

o
A
sl

{2
¢
e

(&

G
L4l

{5

1Y

73X
qIH

H
=
a]
/1.{

J

A
A
=

ﬁl/‘*l}

yEe|
MY
A

»4

S

»4d A
=
s

A
éi K
e
el
|

Ay A
4
Pt }: ~N g M R
A b, 4
M

plo)
™M
A
ﬁ ~

,48]
L e B R s B R

Mo
A .4

A
!

s

A s A
A
A

Py
A
=

,<
&
=

J

LA
P =
-«
3]

A8
=

1934432942994 9454347

(friend)
(meaning)
(mere)
(curtain)
(province)
(road)
(entrance)
(loan)
(nation)
(woman)
(duty)
(moon)
(expense)
(pain)
(holy)
(snore)
(mention)
(pure)
(action)

(rooster)
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19. SPECIAL CONJUNCTS FOUND IN SANSKRIT WORDS

The more common conjuncts found in Sanskrit words borrowed into Hindi

are listed below:

® +9 = & ks 3T&X aksar 'syllable'

I + A = § jid AT  aajnaa 'permission’

-

Note that this aksar is pronounced /gy/ (as if written 73) in Hindi with

nasalization of the following vowel.

Another example: §M  (pronounced P9 'knowledge')
T+ ¥ = g ddh As suddh  'pure’
T+ T = a dv FLES dvaar 'door’
I+ T = A §r 21 Srii 'Mr.'
g+ W = & hm STl braahmaN
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20. OTHER CONJUNCTS.

Unlike the above conjuncts, which are used only in words borrowed from Sanskrit
(thus not in TITXG gyaarah 'eleven’' or {9 riksaa ), the conjuncts below must
be used whenever the combination of sounds occurs, regardless of the origin of the

word.

da + T = 9 I WIAT chaatraa  ‘'student’ (f)

dqa + d =< ¢ IAL  uttar ‘answer; North'
T +3 = ? ru QIYT rupayaa  'rupee’

T +H = € ruu €  ruws 'Russia’

EXERCISE R. Write as words in Devanaagarii.

} qATJ AT (vowel sign, amount)

RAARTAT (symbol)

3 39 (battle)

g FISAATH (science)

¥ IIATA (handkerchief)
QA AT (leaf)

v IJJ g T (successful)

ERAR[YAT (class)

¢ HFIYIZ (wrestling)

o AT J TAT (trip)

RFAFIATRYLAX (signature)

R JHFFAFLIAIR (Jupiter)

22 T{IJET (second)

¢ f Y E k) (excitement)
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EXERCISER. &S kunjii (key'")

Y AT T AT HTAT (voWel sign, amount)

RATARYHT & (symbol)

133y s (battle)

¥ FTIAATA ﬁ'ﬁw (science)

« TIFATA HTA (handkerchief)
QA I qat (leaf)

O IJIETI Gﬁv(l: (successful)

S RAKH AT T (class)

&€ HIAJ £} EEQ?ﬁ- (wrestling)

o AT I I AT YTAT (trip)

REAFIAMHYLHAT gEATHL  (signature)

R FFFAITLATT EI'{GCF&'T (Jupiter)

21T T B ﬁé?ﬁ—q (second)

2 Y T &ﬁW (excitement)

S 15 GTE 1996- 10951 T3
= Aqdd S aTeqgni
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21. ENGLISH WORDS IN HINDI

Since the structure of English words is very different from Hindi words, they
are often hard to recognize when written in Devanagari. Some English words have
become part of Hindi and have undergone some changes:

-

Examples: SISCS) laalTen "lantern’
qrex moTar 'car’
B fiis 'fee'

qrsfed saaikil ‘bicycle'
ETCE farwari 'February '

Most English words are written in Hindi as they are pronounced in English,
without regard to English spelling rules.

Examples: o enjal 'angel'
gfaer pensil 'pencil’
9 pres 'press'

The vowel \Q' is often avoided in favor of T in English words.
Thus 99 prais is not normally used. (but see EURES below!)

grfee saaliD 'solid"
A special symbol consisting of a candr on top of the vowel is used for the vowel
in the first syllable of 3TT% "of" JTH "boss". Compare: HTZT "file" and RIZH
"foil". Note also that English d becomes € in Hindi. In the same way, English t
becomes retroflex € in Hindi:

qe borD ‘board!
AL time 'time’
EUC inglaiND  'England'
Two exceptions to this rule are the use of dental T and T in
daT Iandan 'London' (sometimes &)

(3N

SESEES aktuuber 'October' (sometimes HFS)
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AYQTYH abhyaas exercise

Read these English phrases taken from Hindi newspapers:

i cdtdl| [3fesa shoy

ATERY Attty o -Framst

)

1'1. This English expression from a

Delhi police announcement is

iewelt et

ag e anena

written incorrectly. How should it

have been written? What slogan

about Dethi does the police use?



EXERCISE T Write these English proper names in Devanagari:

1. George Washington

2. Robin Hood

3. George Bush

4. Ernest Hemingway

5. William Shakespeare

6. California

7. Los Angeles

8. New York

EXERCISE U. Write these English words in Devanagari:

1. truck

2. university

3. emergency

4. India

5. parliament

6. professor

7. light

8. English

9. typewriter

10. delight

11. handicraft

12. dry clean

57
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EXERCISE V. Give the following Indian names in Devanagari.

1. Mahatma Gandhi (mahaatmaa gaandhii)

2. Jawaharlal Nehru (jawaaharlaal nehruu)

3. Dimple Kapadia (Dimpal kapaaDiyaa)

4. Shabana Azmi ($abaanaa aazmii)

5. Mahadevi Varma (mahaadevii varmaa)

6. Rajesh Khanna (raaje$§ khannaa)

7. Varanasi (vaaraalNasii)

8. Naseeruddin Shah (nasiiruddiin §aah)

9. Rajasthan (raajasthaan)

10. Allahabad (ilaahaabaad)




KEYS TO EXERCISES T U V T kunjii (key):

EXERCISE T

1. George Washington STl aTETe
2. Robin Hood Ufes g°

3. George Bush SIS KK

4. Ernest Hemingway S ETTA %Fmﬁ
5. William Shakespeare fafeos Teadisx

6. California Hfmritar
7. Los Angeles AT TSwd
8. New York - AT

EXERCISE V. &1 kunjii (key)

1. Mahatma Gandhi
2. Jawaharlal Nehru
3. Dimple Kapadia
4, Shabana Azmi

5. Mahadevi Varma
6. Rajesh Khanna

7. Varanasi

8. Naseeruddin Shah
9. Rajasthan

10. Allahabad

EXERCISE U.
. truck
. university

. emergency
. India

. parliament
. professor

. light

. English

. typewriter
10. delight
11. handicraft
12. dry clean

O 00 3 N W B W N

HETTHT T
ATELAT ge
fewqer Farfear
QT TSI
HgTedr a9t
ST G T
IO
TR AR
TISEIT

TARETR
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H¥YTYH abhyaas exercise

1. Look at the picture and give the location associated with each of the following:

1. Pierre 2. Kanta 3. gulaab jaamun 4. watermelon

2. Give the Hindi for the following

1. watermelon 2. papaya 3. orange 4. pineapple
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TIAd AT speaking letters

Relate the meaning of each word with the forms of the letters:

1. 3Tl'§7lT aaiinaa

mirror

2. "Q"F{'Q'HT (E'F{TIT“TT) hariyaaNaa

LT

3. FHITSE camgaadaR

Sollerepf

4, HIA keral
Kerala

5. dFT lankaa
Sri Lanka 54

8, i

BB



puunjii

6. f%fTTEr;Gﬁciraa
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(city in Assam)

siiRhiyaa

O

7.

stairs

8. JqTAYT

faanpuraa

D

(musical instrument)

C 1<1yd]

kistii

9. Toream

boat

laa

S1m

AT naagaalaiND

city in Himalaya mountains

10. fargeT

11.
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22. GREETINGS THET S{I

22.1

namaste which means both "hello” and "goodbye". Usnually
this greeting is made with the hands folded. For politeness, St
Jji may be added to the greeting: UL ST namaste Jii.

The most common greeting used in Hindi is THES

63

22.2 Note that the primary stress in THET namasté is on the last syllable, which is

the only long syllable in the word. (T e is considered a long vowel, 3 a is considered

short.) Thus, when there is only one long syllable in a Hindi word, it carries the

primary stress.

223 A more formal alternative for THE namaste is THEHRIK namaskaar again
with stress on the last syllable. Other greetings include XTH - T(H raam-raam, used

mainly in villages, and the Muslim greeting ¥ITH salaam.

23 NAME QUESTIONS

23.1
SUBJECT COMPLEMENT | VERB
ATTHT qH FT g
aap-kaa naam kyaa hai | What's your name?
your name what is
T T g g
meraa naam raam hai | My name is Ram.
my name Ram is
STFT T T g
uskaa naam kyaa hai | What's her name?
her name what is
SHHRT qTH drar g
(uskaa naam ) siitaa hai | Her name is Sita.
(her name) Sita is
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1. What is the couple thinking about?
2. What is being advertised in this picture?
3. The price of the advertised item is mentioned. What is it?
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23.2 Parantheses indicate that the subject is rarely repeated in the answer to a
question, since the context makes the subject obvious.
23.3 There is a gender agreement system in Hindi, but it does not apply to pronouns:
98 wo he, she, it
SREd uskaa his, her, its

23.4 WORD ORDER

a) Hindi is an SOV language. Thus normally the subject comes first, the verb last,
and other items in between. There is considerable freedom in word order, however,
especially for special emphasis.

b) Asin English, adjectives come before the nouns modified. In the examples on the
previous page, HATIhT aapkaa 'your', ORI meraa ' my', SYHRT uskaa 'his', '
her', ' its' are adjectives modifying the noun ATH naam 'name' .

c) Question words, which all start with the {8 & aksar ka in Hindi, do not come
at the beginning of the sentence as in English but occur in the same position as the
answer which replaces it [according to rule (a) above.]

AYYTY abhyaas exercise

23A

foreran: MO FTATFTE 2 (7] HR EA | - ge— g |
Siksak: aap kaa naam kyaa hai ? chaatr: meraa naam -------- hai.

( teacher ) ( student )

23B

BEA L AT HRTATH TG ? (F]E IETI: A | g— g |
chaatr 1: aap kaa naam kyaa hai? chaatr 2: meraa naam -------- hai.
23C

foreren: IGHRT AW FATE 2 (] BISESC 1 | . ue— g |

Siksak: uskaa naam kyaa hai? chaatr: uskaa naam -------- hai.
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24 QUESTION WORD WHERE, POSTPOSITIONS IN,FROM

24.1 English prepositions correspond to postpositions in Hindi. Thus 'in the bazaar'
becomes 'bazaar-in', 'from India' becomes 'India-from'.
24.2 The postposition 'from’ is & se in Hindi 'where' = Eh_Q'T kahaa

AT ETAKSH "g ? | Where are you from?
aap kahaa se har

H %‘ra:&rm g ¥ | |Iam from India.
mar hindustaan se{  huil

HAYYTYH abhyaas exercises

24A

AT Fgl & §?
aap kahaa se har ?
Where are you from?

farerh: oTq FZI G 2
siksak : aap kahad se har?

24B:

forersh: (name of student) Fgl § g ?
Siksak:  -------- kahaa se hai

Y Fgf T8 ?

maniis kahaa se hai?

AT Hgl g 2

monaa kahaa se hai?

¥ am & &
mal nyu yaark se hull
I'm from New York.

B dg (name of city) § g |
chaatr: (wo) -------- se hai.

FEs g |

bambaii se hai.

fest T

dillii se hai.
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24.3 The postposition 'in' is ¥ mé in Hindi:
ISR ¥ baazaar me  AHIHRT | amriikaa mé”
= in the bazaar = in America (the U.S.)

24.4 The names of many countries in Hindi are derived from and very similar to
the English names:

Ted  swiiDan WY frads

T spen HATGaRT  meksiko

ST Jjarmanii ECSI iTAlii

The names of other countries are not derived from English but still easily

recognized:
A ruus SIEED] Sriilankaa
SUTT  jaapaan S iiraan
o ciin T turkii
‘1(%1'!?'1' purtagaal a1 nepaal

In some cases, both English-derived and other names are used:

qTSAS  thaailaiND = 9TSSY  thaaides
€ inglaiND = e inglistaan

g€  haalaiND = ¥IGX€  niidarlaiND
$fSee iijipT = e misr

Finally, JUTHT / TQFT  amerikaa/amriikaa is used to refer to the United
States, although the complete name is

é’ﬂ?ﬁ' T[S HHTAHO AT sanyukt raajy amerikaa /amriikaa
The official name of India is ¥TXd bhaarat , but both the English-derived name
STUSAT iNDiyaa and the Urdu &\?&;WT{ hindustaan are also used.
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AT abhyaas exercises

24C

fare=: Siksak: ©14. chaatr:

W%’T% ? aap kahai hai ? %I'Wil'g | maiklaas mé huu
FATT gl § 2 klaaskahaahai ?  (name of building) ¥ g |

(name of building) Fgl g ? Tl % |

kahaa hai ? visvavidyaalay me hai.
farafaaa Fwgf § 2 (name of city) ¥ g |

(name of city) F@l § ¢  (nameof State) ¥ g |
(name of State) Fgl g ? AR HE |

T S .. . . .
NOTE: [AIFIILTAT  visvavidyaalay 'university'=
faeavisva 'universe' + fa=m vidyaa 'knowledge' + AT -aalay 'place of

24D

Answer each question using names of countries.

EXAMPLE: feeft #2857 foge@m §% |

dillii kahai hai? hindustaan me hai.
Where is Delhi? (It) is in India.
t. IR FRTE 2 & WETS el g ?
CR ol i A - O, HG FZl g 7
i HIER FGl g 2 . TRAFFIE 7
¢ R FG G ? &, FIRET (FTRD) FgL 8 2
v, TiITeT FgF g ? o, TAH TR E ?

Repeat the exercise with cities in the U.S. and India using the names of States in

the answers.



25. WHAT QUESTIONS

25.1 The pronoun 'he, she, it' has two forms:

g yah
9 wah

These differences should be kept in mind in asking about classroom objects:

(pronounced ye ) for persons and things close to the speaker
(pronounced wo ) for persons and things away from the speaker

98 FATE ? What is that?
wo kyaa hai?

UE FATE 7 What s this?
ye kyaa hai?

Jg T HTS aﬁ | This is my paper.
ye meraa kaagaz hai.
98 ATIHT HaH gl That is your pen.

wo aapkaa kalam hai.

25.2 Other classroom objects:

board e bord chair FTGT kursii
door GTST darwaazaa notebook YT kaapii
window f@@ﬁ' khiRkii pencil gfaer pensil
pen S H kalam table o mez
wall CAEIEY diiwaar floor SEIG zamiin
book ETIC kitaab umbrella ordr chaataa
watch el ghaRii television ﬁlﬁlﬂﬂ' Teliivizan
Calendar FAeT kaileNDar fan qE@T pankhaa
shirt FHTST kamiiz shoe S{AT juutaa
money aqT paisaa bag DE) thailaa
light &) battii paper ST kaagaz

69
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A abhyaas exercises

25A Point out the objects in the classroom (see page 69) to be identified by other

students.

25B Ask what questions about persons in the class using the following possible

answers.
student (M/F) [ECIRI vidyaarthii
student (M) K] chaatr
student (F) WAt chaatraa
teacher (M) EIED Siksak
teacher (F) [EUED] Siksika
teacher (M) AegMIsh  adhayapak
teacher (F) STeqTIURT adhayapikaa
man STTSHT aadmii
worman aq aurat

EXAMPLES:

S¥e T “3 ? jainaT kyaa hai ? IE] ‘\3 | chaatraa hai..

WHT TG ? Sarmaa kyaa hai? faTeh g | siksak hai.




25.3 Other nouns in groups:

fruit T phal
banana FAT  kelaa grape 3]"3 anguur
orange a0 santraa lemon Fﬁ'&;r\ niibuu
apple a9 seb tomato SHTEX  TamaaTar
mango A aam pomegranate T anaar

vegetable qesll sabzii

onion TSl pyaaz spinach qlefsh  paalak
eggplant Eng baigan chile pepper o= mircaa
okra €T bhiNDii bell pepper for mirc
potato ST aaluu cauliflower (qff)Tﬁ‘ﬁ (phuul) gobhii
carrot TSI gaajar cabbage ST bandgobhii
cucumber WIRT khiiraa bean aq sem

country <A des

building Wadbhavan [THIXA imaarat

province, state PEE] prades

city AgLahar

university fowafaag visvavidyaalay
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AT abhyaas exercises

25C Answer each question as in the examples.

FHIET - AT FAT G ? HFERE |

kursii - mez kyaa hai? farniicar hai.

What are a table and chair? It's furniture.

AT QW FAT G ? JWE |

banglaa de$ kyaa hai ? des hai.

What is Bangla Desh? It's a country.
¢ MR FATE ? gaajar kyaa hai ? B
R Jo Yo FATE ? u. pra. kyaa hai? B
3 FATFATE 2 kelaa kyaa hai? gl
¢ g FATY ? haarvarD kyaa hai? g |
¥ STTST FT % ? bangaal kyaa hai? “g |
¢ T FTE ? khiiraa kyaa hai? g
© IS AGA FAT§ ?  taaj mahal kyaa hai? g
s AT FTE ? ciin kyaa hai? g
¢ FAFATFATE ?  kalkattaa kyaa hai? g

*Note that abbreviations must include the entire aksar, i.e., the consonant and
vowel sign if any. Either Hindi IS¢ 9° u. pra. or English g\etﬁ'e yuu.pii. may be
used. In the same way, afeer G IHT anil kumaar sharmaa can be abbreviated
either 3o THT aku. Sarmaa or Q’°%°?Fq'lo' e. ke. Sarmaa
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HAYYTY abhyaas exercise

The cartoons below featuring @ ST Dhabbuu jii are a regular feature of the
Hindi magazine aﬁ'gw dharmyug . In the first panel, @< ST Dhabbuu Jii says:

IR, TG TR FIF § AT g !
are,canduulaal! tumhaare kaan mé kelaa hai |

Who is the man Dhabbuu jii is speaking to?

What does &1 mean ?

What is the reply?

What do you think ¥ & &gT... means?

What is the complete sentence for the
(illegible) large letters in the second

panel: HeAT TR HTA H .

How does the sentence differ from the one

in the first panel?
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The answer in the final panel is
ETHT TSTATT, Foal ST, qH F© YATAT AT aaT |
ksamaa kiijiyegaa, Dhabbuu jii, mujhe kuch sunaayii nahif detaa .

19&7*9@'@7;5@5{}!@?( yesm < N1 H Al g |
S| 57 3 <ot 0@t Zey, ) mere kaan me kelaa hai.
2

Can you figure out the punch line?
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AT abhyaas exercises

26A Answer each question using the appropriate directions.

Example:

ST WA # Fgl § 2
bangaal bhaarat me kahaa hai?
Where is Bengal in India?

. TSI AT H Fal g 2

m G M X Mo e
lg
A
//\%’
~J

£-Y

f= wRa e 2

o
© .

Answer :

IR T WIRT | § |
uttar puurab bhaarat me hai.
It's in northeast India.

raajasthan bhaarat mé€ kahaa hai?
kashmiir bhaarat m& kahaa hai?
tamilnaaDu bhaarat mé& kahaa hai?
karnaaTak bhaarat m€ kahai hai?
uRiisaa bhaarat me kahaa hai?

uttar prades bhaarat m€ kahai hai?
keral bhaarat m€ kahaa hai?
mahaarasTr bhaarat m€ kahaa hai?
madhya prades bhaarat m€ kaha hai?
dillii bhaarat m€& kahai hai?

26B Answer giving location with respect to India as in the example.

Example: T &7 ﬂ’fg ?

Srii lankaa kahaa hai?

Where is Sri Lanka?

R AT IW FJl G ?

L ST HT @IS Fgl § 2
¢ IF AR Fgl g ?

¥ AT FEI & ?

¢ AT FRI§ 2

o FET @A) TrE

Answer: WTd & Sf&qor ﬁ"\g |

bhaarat ke daksiN mé hai.
It's South of India.

paakistaan kahaa hai?

banglaa des kahaa hai?
bangaal kii khaaRii kahai hai?
arab saagar kahaa hai?

nepaal kahaa hai?

ciin kahaa hai?

brahmaa (barmaa) kahai hai?
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26C Repeat exercise 26A using States in the U.S. or cities in your State.

fet g

16,60,00,000
HIoE FHAS 916 &E
8,30,00,000

AT FHUE A9 BE
6,10,00,000

TE FUS ¢H S
5,70,00,000

OTe S T B
2,70,00,000

&l U T B
2,12,00,000

&l FUE TE ST
2,10,00,000

&l FE ¢ W
1,40,00,000

T FUE TS S
85,00,000
U=l &1
60,00,000

q1e @
8,70,000

3TS @ T &1

SHEEIT YT & A
TR qeT

ICERY
qeq G

NEIIE]

RO
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3T 9T & X I Y

9,70,00,000 WIS (WTHT: HITAN)
8,03,00,000 TTT=H ST (TST: SRTTAT=FAITAT)
5,06,00,000 TSRTT (THT: TSLT)
3,70,00,000 ISIET (ATST:ITEAT)

2,60,00,000 3EH (HTST: THT)

2,50,00,000 GSITe (STHT: GSITlT)

1,01,00,000 SF] FIHR (WTHT: 39)

ZfeTor YR & 9ed

7,60,00,000 3T F&T  (STHT: TM)
6,22,00,000 TTHEATS (WTHT : JiHer)
5,30,00,000 FATeH (STUT : FE)

3,20,00,000 FIA (WTST : AATITAH)

wIe Y
320000 ORI

=1

23.60,000 IR

=1

-

23,10000 HEHTAHA
19,90,000 ATICIE
975000 OTTS=L
9,00,000 THSIRY
540,000 ToferRy
14000 TSI
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26D Answer each question below ( HT ="'3)

o a om e

m oG oK

I 3 AT TS 4T “g ? uttar prades kii raajdhaanii kyaa hai ?
OSTTe F7 TSIT FAT § 2 panjaab: kii raajdhaanii kyaa hai ?
ST T AT FAT g ? bangaal kil aabaadii kyaa hai ?
SR R I A FT ATHT FAT §? hariyaaNaa aur uttar prades kii bhaagaa
kya hai ?
FATeH I ATUT FATE ? karnaaTak kii bhaasaa kyaa hai ?
feTor IR &1 ATy FAT G ? daksiN bhaarat kii aabaadii kyaa hai ?
. IR VR & AETET FATE 2 uttar bhaarat kii aabaadii kyaa hai ?
qTHAATS T AToT FAT Y 2 tamilnaaDu kii bhaasaa kyaa hai ?
TSRS T ST FATE 2 gujaraat kii raajdhaanii kyaa hai ?
. AR T TS FAT g 2 bhaarat kii raajdhaanii kyaa hai ?

26E. Answer each question below:

m G M X o e

fo

Example:  panjaabii kyaa hai? Answer: bhaasaa hai.
What is Panjabi? It's a language.

TS T “g ? bambaii kyaa hai?

qHHeTS FATE 2 tamilnaaDu kyaa hai?

HETE FAT g ? madraas kyaa hai?

fEr#ar g ? hindii kyaa hai?

ST F T % ? jaypur kyaa hai?

ST FTE 2 uRiisaa kyaa hai?

ST FTE 2 telugu kyaa hai?

fareT “g ? Simlaa kyaa hai?

Stear 7 *g ? uRiyaa kyaa hai?

T 4T *g ? bhopaal kyaa hai?
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27 YES-NO QUESTIONS, ¥T (KYAA) AS QUESTION MARKER

27.1 The word for 'yes' is gT haa; usually the polite form ST E’f Jjii haa is preferred
(sometimes just Sl jii ). The word for 'no' is Fl@' nahii or Fl@' jii nahil. The word
nahil’ also means 'not' and occurs before the verb in a negative sentence:

FTT ferg&q™ # A& § | Karachi is not in India.

karaacii hindustaan me nahii hai.

27.2 FT kyaa was introduced in 2.1 in the meaning 'what'. In that meaning the
word FIT kyaa is stressed. However, FIT kyaa can be used in another sense, an
unstressed question marker indicating, in addition to the question intonation, that
the sentence is a question.
Example: T foodl STt '\3 ?

kyaa dillii amriikaa m€ hai ?

Is Delhi in America?
Answer: ST R, AT 1 T, %ﬁcﬁ'ﬁ' EI'AE l

jii nahif, amriikaa me nahif, hindustaan mé hai.

No, it is not in America, itis in India.
NOTE: In the spoken language, the question intonation is the most important; the
unstressed AT kyaa is usually omitted:

foit QT §E 2 dillii amriikaa m8 hai ?

AT abhyaas exercises

27 Answer each question as in the examples.
t. FAT gES T E 2

R T TS G A ?

L T AT IA ARG ?

v, 77 fFrgeaw s gfrar § g 2
. FT ATYHT 9 fowit Fwafaa=a 7% 2
&
9
=
g

F47 farersh &1 9 WET R 2
. T & i fRem H g 2
. FT 9L A= e e A 2
L T AHIAE ?
te. FYT IALC AT &l AT qHA § 2



28 NUMBERS AND TIME EXPRESSIONS

28.1 Both the Arabic numerals we use and the Hindi numerals are used in Hindi
although use of the former is becoming more common. Here are the numbers from
one to thirty:

1 g U ek 16. & @_ﬂg solah*

2. R A 17. 29  TAW  satarah*
3. 3 dT diin 18. =  3MSTG  aThaarah*
4 8 = IES caar 19. & 37'_'ﬁ_5|- unniis

5 Y 9 paic 20. e T biis

6. & ©E  chah 21, TR ikkiis

7 O qid saat 22. R EI'!‘%‘H baaiis

8. =© ATS  aalh 23. W@ AT teiis

9 € ar nau 24, ¥ TN caubiis

das 25. R =9 pacciis
gyaarah* 26, & W chabbiis
baarah* 27. RV W sattaaiis

terah* 28. & aTThaaiis

. caudah* 29. e Eﬁ?ﬁg untiis
15. & U@  pandmb* 30. ¥ JIE s

* the § sound in the numbers from 11-18 is usually pronounced 31T, thus gyaaraa,

—_
N = O
a4 a4 a4
D o

—_
A W
I
L

baaraa, teraa, etc.

036
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Listen to the counting song Teh Y 19 ek do din from the Hindi movie
a'\?i'l_cl' tezaab:

THERI !
AHERTT
Figd, FAT AT SATT 2

-

IR, Ug T g, Fal oA ST 2

namaskaar
namaskaar
kahiye, kyaa sunege aap?

are, pahale ye kahiye, kahdd thii
aap?

?;i- 9, ?;l- FI -;\—@- gﬂ- ﬁh-{:ﬁ' T TraolT< | mal ?, mal kar rahii thii Kisii ka intazaar

I g a8 ? kaun hai vo ?

ag Sag 1 w4 T{; =2 el vo jis se maf kartiii huou pyaar

grq‘ haay

MR 59 Fd) '{ =g 9T 9T | aur jis se kartii hiii minnaté baar baar
%@{' 9 kaise ?

ﬁ'a' aise

%T[ g‘m’ %T[ %T[ EAE1 Ding Daang Ding Ding Daang .........

T TG ARG AG

I F, a7 Fe
e f= - f9 & 7o

AT &7 o A agR

ek do tiin
caar pdidc chah saat aaThnau
das gyaarah baarah terah

teraa karl(iu, teraa kar,

din gin-gin ke intazaar

aa jaa piyaa aaii bahaar

28.2 The question word for how much, how many is [ETGIMRETE

AYYTYH abhyaas exercises

28 A Answer each question as in the examples.

Example: &9 I & ﬁﬂﬁ'% ?

das aur das kitne har ?
TR AR 9= fovae § 2
TS AR 91T oA § 2

=~ A

ATS AR ATS Toha g ?
A R &9 R § 2
q1q X T fohaq § 2

X € o e

g |
biis hai.
¢ T AR TT FRaT g 2
v qT AR ATS e § 2
S IR AR IF /AT g 2
¢ |a AR I e § 2

to TF AR G foraq § 2




28.3 The Hindi equivalent of o'clock is
ST bajaa (singular)
ST baje (plural or adverbial)
What time is it? hasmanycommonequivalents:
fraTr ST g ?  kitne baje hai ?

FT ST “g ? kyaa baja hai ?
(sometimes % ST Aﬁ ? kai baja hai ? )

FAT GH°Y "6 ? kyaa samay hai ?

AT I g ? kyaa vakt hai ?

(Both 99T samay and 9aq vakt mean 'time')

These are the on-the-hour time expressions:

It's one o'clock. T (7 g ¢k bajaa hai.

It's two o'clock. o gl do baje hai.

It's three o'clock NGECE] %I tiin baje hai.
It's four o'clock. HAR IA 1 caar baje hii.
It's five o'clock. qfg SN §|  padc baje hdi
It's six o'clock. g a9 gl chah baje hai.
It's seven o'clock. 1T I %l saat baje hil.
It's eight o'clock. ATS IS &1 aaTh baje hii
It's nine o'clock. AT 97 "él nau baje ha.
It's ten o'clock. T I g das baje hal.
It's eleven o'clock. TqIRG I &1 gyaarah baje hii.
It's twelve o'clock. CILCEE % | baarah baje hai,

AYQTY abhyaas exercises

28B Using different cities and times, answer this question:
farTaT & Q7 = 82 daq 7 fhaq M E? answer: AT T g |
Sikaago mé do baje Hai.  landan mé kitne ba je hai ? nau baje Hai.

It’s two o’clock in Chicago. What time is it in London? It’s nine o’clock.

83
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28.4 Large numbers are expressed in terms of

hundreds qr  sau 200 = U 4T ek san
thousands WX hazaar 3,000 = W& ZAX ek hazaar
lakhs (units 0f 100,000) ~ ATE laakh §,00,000 = U A9 ek laakh
crores (units of 10 million) € karoR 3,00,00 000 = U#H IS ek karoR

HA¥QT abhyaas exercises

28C Read the following in Hindi:

) q‘l‘clgmg{ CAICIC g,oo,oo,ooo% |

3) FTRTUTEY ol SATTET 20,00,000% |
3) 1,000 T[T 30,000 T G |

9) 8,00,000 ST §,30,00,000 Qqﬁ;g |
) gl Eﬁ' 3ﬂ'aTI€T Qoo,ooo% l
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aaﬂ?\
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In the above two panels taken from aﬁ'@iﬁ' AT kaarTuun konaa EE;I'\G'IT Dhabbuu

Jii asks hiire kii is anguuThii kii kiimat kyaa hai?

From looking at the picture and the context, give the meanings of:
3].'{!\@ anguuThii
AT kiimat
F9  kangan

& hiire

have said?

If the shopkeeper had wanted to
answer the question in the third
panel seriously, what would he
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29 CLASSROOM EXPRESSIONS

T |

aafad

AR SIAY |
[ErEuced
feraifaa

Hw @@H B
TG, 5F g |

FH AT |/ GRS |

T SHHT |/ gt qo=AT |

Sireucedl
SR
EEUED PR EUED

"HIG" T qAAS AT ?
&= % woman W% ?
woman ﬁﬁ'ﬁf_ﬁw% ?

ST ([T & |
FaTe gree) g |
AT Hifed |
Fforwr Al
AT S HIT |
i

TFaAT

g
y=aTe | AT |
AT |
ETE | AT
HTS (AT) Hifa |
wear A |

namaste
aap boliye
sab log boliye
phir boliye
hindii boliye
Thiik (nahii) hai
bas, Thiik hai
samajh gayaa/ samajh gaii
nahii samjhaa. /
nahii samjhii
dhiire boliye
zor se boliye
duhraaiye /dohraaiye
’aurat ’ kaa matlab kyaa hai ?
hindi m& *woman® kyaa hai ?
*woman’ kii hindii kyaa hai?
Jjawaab (uttar) diijiye
sawaal (prasn) puuchiye
anuvaad kiijiye
kosiskiijiye
uccaaraN Thiik Kiijiye
$abd
ekvacan
bahuvacan
dhanyavaad, Sukriyaa,
meharbaanii
$aabaas, vaah
maaf (ksamaa) kiijiye
Jjaldii boliye

hello, goodbye

you speak, you say it

everybody sayit.

say (it) again

speak Hindi

that’s (not) correct

fine, that’s all

I (masc./fem.) understood

I (masc./fem.) didn’t understand

speak slowly

speak loudly

repeat

What’s the meaning of QT ?
What’s 'woman’ in Hindi?
What’s ’woman’ inHindi?
Give the answer

Ask the question

Translate

Try

Correct (your) pronunciation
word

singular

plural

thank you

bravo
excuse (me)
speak fast
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30 FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS

Many family relationships are distinguished in Hindi. Here are some of the most
common ones (blood relations are bold face):

father ﬁﬂT pitaa mother LIGL maataa
(informal) a9 baap (informal) 1 maa

parents: Y - &9 mad -baap WIAT-TYQAT maataa-pitaa

brother, cousin ﬂﬁ bhaaii (older) brother’ s wife 'ﬂ'l\ﬂ' bhaabhii
sister’ s husband H?ﬁ?f bahnoii sister, cousin Elfg?r bahin
parental grandfather [} daadaa parental grandmother 'q'lﬁ' daadii
maternal grandfather AT haanaa maternal grandmother FlFﬂ' naanii
UNCLES: AUNTS:

father’ s elder brother das taauu T s wife ?IT§ taaii
father’ s younger brother ~ H[H[  caacaa T s wife ﬂ caacii
‘lj\q-?l' ’s husband W phuuphaa father’s sister W phuuphii
mother ’s brother HTHT maamaa AT s wife TlTlﬂ' maamii
HYEY” s husband *ﬂ‘GT mausaa mother s sister *ﬂ!ﬂ' mausii
A

1. Identify each of the relationships below in Hindi by using the words :
qTdT maataa 'mother’ foaT pitaa 'husband' If pati "husband' qeH T patnii 'wife'

dST baRaa 'elder BIET choTaa 'younger'
Example: Wﬁﬂ'%" ﬁa'ra?rag?r%‘rcrﬁr“gl

phuupaa kaun hai ? pitaa kii bahin kaa pati hai.
t) W F g 2 3) AT AT § 2 ¥) JTS HIT § ?
R) AT T § 2 ¢) ST H § 2

2. Give the first names of your relatives with the relationship they have to you.
(use as many of the relationships above as possible)
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31 CALENDAR

Look at the calendar page and answer the following questions:

1. Give the Hindi equivalents for the following:

a. Sunday

b. Monday

c. Tuesday

d. Wednesday
e. Thursday

f. Friday

g. Saturday

h. September
i. August

j. October

2. Note that each date also includes two alternative dates. One calendar is referred to as

TR,

a. What does WTRGT mean?

b. What two WTZJ1d months occur in September?

c. How are the days counted in the other calendar (at the top left of each
day)?

d. How are the two alternative calendars different?

e. The word for full is 9XT in Hindi, C‘T\Uf in Sanskrit. What are the full moon
days in September? Is there a relationship between these full moon days and
any of the calendar dates?

3. What major Madhya Pradesh holiday is celebrated during this September?

4. What Kashmiri holiday is celebrated during this September?

5. What Muslim holiday is celebrated during this September?

6. How are abbreviations made in Hindi?
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32.INDIAN SCENES

A word list is given at the end, but you should try to answer the questions without

referring to the word list.
1. CINEMA

1. Write the name of the two films featured below in Devanagari and name the
featured actor in each film.
2. Who wrote the music in both films?

3. Where should you put your bicycle while you are at the movie theater?

4. Is the word HIW 'struggle’ a native Hindi word, a foreign word, or a Sanskrit
word? How do you know? What's the meaning of the title of this movie? What
word is understood in the title?

5 .fWhat word is a better reflection of ‘the meaning of T T TI'%T T or
HqX?
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2. SNACK SHOP (S99 g)
1. What dairy products are used to prepare the food listed?
2. What English word is used to indicate that the foods and drinks are good?
3. On the back of the wall, what is the difference between the drinks with

English names and the ones listed in Hindi?

fee<t & Stara
t) FIT-HIT TR F G ?
R) T AT § ?
@ T S (@) e T O (M Bg O (F) 09 I
y) T e (@FEewR) ¥ 2
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3. SHOPS (TFT)

1. What 's the name of the store in the foreground?
2. Where is the store located?

3. What is listed as for sale in that shop?

4. What is the Hindi word for pharmacy (‘chemist' )?
5. What kind of medicines are sold at the pharmacy.

6. How would you know that physical exams are also available in the

pharmacy?
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4 EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNT

picture at right:
1. What's the name of this shop?

2. What do they specialize in?

3. What kind of sale of handkerchiefs is advertised?

4. What is the price of the handkerchiefs?

5. How does the store indicate that the prices are
fixed?

picture below:

1. What is the Hindi word for 'discount’ ?

2. What kind of sale is this?

3. What is the name of the shop?

4. How do you say 'reduced price’ in Hindi?

5. What place of business is next door to the cloth store?
0. Besides trousers and shirts, what else is advertised on sale?
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5. RESTAURANTS

1. What's the name of the restaurant?
2. How does the restaurant welcome its customers?
3. What can you not get in the restaurant?

4. What types of food are served?
5. What do you think 39¢s¥ means?

6. What do you get for 12 rupees that you

do not get for 8 rupees?

7. What choice do you have to specify
when you order the 12 rupee meal? ‘
8. What term is used to identify the 8 mz m

rupee meal?



6. CANNABIS

1. What is the Hindi word for cannabis?

2. Where are these cannabis shops located?

3. For what period of time are these shops licensed?
4. What kind of guarantee is given?

5. How is the cannabis ground ?

6. What is the special cannabis called?

7. Are these shops privately owned?
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7. SWEET

1. Where are these sweet shops
located?

2. What other locations are associated
with each shop?

3. What is the name of the proprietor
of each shop?

4. What are the specialties of each
sweet shop?

5. What is the written Sanskrit form
for the spoken form TS RTA?
6. What is the significance of the
elephant god?

7. What are the words for 'disease'
and 'cure' on the advertisement?

8. What 's the name of the doctor
who is advertising; where does he
work?

SHOPS
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8. TEA

1. What is the name of the tea shop?
2. Where is the tea shop located?

3. The tea shop advertises both
wholesale and retail sale; what
words are used for these two

terms?

9. DRY CLEANERS

1. Who owns the Dry Cleaners?

2. What services are advertised?
3.Where in Banaras is the shop located?
4. Is this an independent Dry Cleaner?

5. How do you explain §5ke ?

%M a7, g 4?&1”:;113’ HV/‘\C’SO si - 91
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VOCABULARY FOR SECTION 32
Note the rules for Devanagari alphabetical order. Vowels with a dot, either
anusvaar or nasalization, come before vowels without a dot. Thus ST=
would come before STRFT. Half consonants occur after full consonants.
Thus 9T comes before WX

S C1EY acaar n.m. pickle
AOTIIFR(ETEF) atyadhik adj. extremely
T aaluu n.m. potato
RATST ilaaj n.m. cure
SESE- uplabdh adj. available
I uun n.m. wool

Tq evam conj. and

gdr khulaa adj. open

T gupt adj. secret
T ghaTaa adj. reduced
THAT carm rog n.m. skin disease
g caay nf. tea

EIES] caawal n.m. rice

S Jjaac n.f. check-up
fefrar Tikiyaa nf. patty
LIS thaal n.m. tray

DIED thok adj. wholesale
?{@' dahii n.m. yoghurt
ATETAT dawaaxaanaa n.m. pharmacy
QN daag n.m. spot

<TH daam n.m. price
HEl daal nf.  lentils
R dukaan nf.  shop
"cl?'l'l"g dhulaaii nf. washing
ftar nirmaataa n.m. preparer
e pisaa adj. ground
221 EN pyaar nm. love

Hem] phuTkar adj. retail
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frssmfrser™)

ﬁ%gﬁoﬂ’gﬁl °E %%

D

vikretaa
bemisaal
bhaNDaar
bhaig
miThaaii
misTaann
haath
sarkaarii
saadaa
rangaaii
rafuu
rumaal
rog

vars
visvasniiy
Saakaahaarii
suddh
safed
saadaa
sugandhit
sunbahrii
Sthaapit
svaagat karnaa

n.f.
adj.
n.m.

n.f.
n.m.
n.m.
adj.
adj.
n.f.
n.m.
n.m.
n.m.
n.m.
adj.
adj.
adj.
adj.
adj.
adj.
n.f.
adj.
verb

seller
unprecedented
store
cannabis
sweet

sweet

hand
government
plain

dyeing
mending
handkerchief
disease

year

reliable
vegetarian
pure

white

plain
good-smelling
deafness
established
welcome
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33 HOTEL MENU

Below is the notice at the beginning of a hotel menu. The Hindi used is somewhat difficult,
but you should still be able to guess what is said in each section by picking out the English
words and simple Hindi words you already know. In the following pages there are some
items from the menu and several questions about each. Although you will rarely see a printed
menu in Hindi in India (smaller restaurants which do not use menus do post the names of
dishes in Hindi on the wall), looking through the list of dishes will give you more practice in
recognizing words in Devanagari and learning the names of some common foods.

L CR
gaﬁa%mmmsﬁm

i
el v e wida ¥ wfwad Rearmn
Wi §lee % q&d fora & fear st ==
for e Tene AT iR a1

FIAT FTH WU T Teftw ae )

TAHA W HH T N GH EH [ HA
HT WTHE TAR H N fohg 0 T age ok
IS o T aan 20-30 fire e srava )

€ AT Z et I geam & ForT Fuaren wid
(TFETS ) drTehmwh

Afafai @ yaumat FTerUa s fr Adea &
R W I3 Wi G o] A A7

10 =fwal | aifies &t wel & fau paargnn
W@ﬁwm(mms ) | T
F1|

PERIC X0



1. Breakfast
Code KNG

No. (W7 .00 91| 10 30 91 G )
211 HifeATeTaTar

212

213
214

215
216

217
217
218-219
220
221
222
223

224

225
226

227-228
229-230
231

W (fesa=) (8@)

(HQ, AR, 3749

TR AU

(FEFET AT FH ™)
I AHH
WA ATyar
e ™ (TIET) (81)
TeRE YT, T o WA
qh - it

= 1 HTH
JQTTEE
AT A

(e % STER)
Teseie ™

AT e

CEiGEIRCT

FA/EaA
HTRAS/ T - T % WY
IMELF STER 370

(34, S T SiEfE ¥ 1Y)
AT Fee

HFET St
(TFAY S 1Y)

T - Wit
AFTH ST d
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1. What are the words used for

(a) breakfast and

(b) morning

2. What are the two kinds of breakfasts offered?
3. What are the differences between the two
breakfasts?

(a) in the juice

(b) in the breads

4. What is the same in the two breakfasts?

5. What are the three kinds of juice offered?

6. How is fruit juice translated into Hindi?
What would be a more correct translation?

7. What fruits are available?

8. What word is used for slice ?

9. What two kinds of cereal are available?

10. What is fo order as in eggs to order in Hindi?
11. What is offered with the eggs?

12. What do you get with a paratha ?

13. What hot drinks are available (4) ?

14. What two kinds of lassi are availabie?

15. What does the note at the bottom of the list

indicate?
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2. Meal Suggestions

No.

249

280

251
252
253-254-255
369
256

257

258

259

260
261

262

263

264

265

G & fog gama
TTET1.00TAY 2 30 THTF

TS I0TRY 11 30THTH
wiaaeds

it et

(TR, TR I TIPR & SRR THST T
HafTs g gera)

BER 9156 4
(FF G H TR ST H THS)
T

T ot

"
TRy /7

- T T RS R R
o i

(et el Heveh -2t wie ok e e % @)

Moo
(FFuaen g SR faa)
ARG

(forra e & o 92 3 TR gHS - TIAd % W)

BEISETIC

(STEE F AT TWHRT FAE - WE G T

fava wra s a)
TET R

(wreTeil § 1@ & AR 7] 2 o fefere e

femadght

(TRIRRR TE H 1@ 3 =1G T H TR T )

IEERAGESD]

(TETOTRR & H T F AR AT TR

eI THS)
g faamr &1

(TRt H TE 3 Ag Al Hoe BT YRR a A

wehTan T o T € HeE H ge W)

o Fae

(T H i W Y HET SRR - )

AR
(dH o FERF TEIHT)

1. What word is used for suggestion ?

2. What is the word used for meal ?

3. What are the places associated with the two
appetizers offered?

4. What are the ingredients of the salad?

5. What are the five kinds of soup available?

6. Give the Hindi for

(a) golden fried

(b) crispy fried

7. What is served with the mutton Stroganoff?

8. How is the Nawab Kabab served?

9. What part of the chicken is used to make Tangri
Kabab? What is the other ingredient?

10. What is Chicken Tanduri soaked in ? What is
the Hindi word for oven ?

11. How does Chicken Tikka differ from Chicken
Tanduri?

12. What expression is used for melt in your
mouth in the description of the Chicken Tikka?

13. What is kabab baked on a skewer called?

)
14. Which kabab can be eaten by vegetarians?



3. Curries
wfas s
o TEETEE
(quamnwm)
267 T @l Al
(fafoe YRaE T a0)
268 T T
(THX G | YR ] - HHREA o 14 SIS )
260 T o
(Oifees T = SR e )
Frafae st
270 TR TaE1
(THIR T 1 & U TAR & THS-3hTH & HoRE ST )
271 &R 1%
(o 0 H T TR F WA FIH)
272 Gral 7
273 T T
(ST & TR
274 T HERAT
275 T
276 T AR
=T & e
277 LURCECIE]
278 TiTva fawar
279 SfSicaa gae
280 e IEad
WRdg et
281 9
282 T

283 LEIRACA]

284 | HAR

286 T e

285 A ST

287 < "ol (91a1)

288 (SR F W)

289 Jictil/dish i/ il
290 FHEI

~

291 FEH
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1. What are the words used for

(a) vegetarian and

(b) non-vegetarian

2. What Hindi word is used for sauce ?
3. What is the Hindi word for fish ?
4. What word 1s used for

(a) spice

(b) spicy

5. What vegetable dishes are
available?

6. What are the four ways rice is
served?

7. What kinds of breads are available?
8. What Indian sweets are available?

9. What are the 5 kinds of ice cream?
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4. Snacks & Soft Drinks

1. What Western snacks are available?

No. LI9ET 3.00 T T FE 7 300 T TF 2. What three kinds of pakoras are there?
AT KA TA 3. What do you get in a triple club sandwich?
234 e feEm 4. What other sandwiches are there?
235 EER *EE‘\E 5. What are the three ways coffee is served?
236 e Heae
270 e 6. What is the Hindi word for drink ?
237 == e AT e
UG GRS
238 7
239 =
240 el
241 AR
( farfeme & vt g g, TR,
TR a7 o defad)
faeamge
(e defes)
240243245 T / THI / ST
246 THRY ) W/ &
247 I
248 TPRfEw
Y aETHR U
207-208  STA/HIH!
220230 Bi TR/
232 FE HTH! T
233 ( STEHHTH & He)
GISIESS
130 ey
138 qret

135 ECIREAS Y]




Review of Hindi Consonants

ka varg: back of tongue touches the soft (back) palate

Ed ka voiceless unaspirated like English k, but unaspirated as in skif, sky
o kha voiceless aspirated like English k, but more strongly aspirated
T g voiced unaspirated like English g in good, gate
9 gha voiced aspirated no English equivalent (aspirated version of T )
ca varg: middle of tongue touches the hard palate
= ca voiceless unaspirated like English ch in church, chickpea
5 cha voiceless aspirated no English equivalent (aspirated version of = )
Sl B voiced unaspirated like English j in judge, jog
T/ A jha voiced aspirated no English equivalent (aspirated version of S )
Ta varg: tip of tongue touches hard palate with some retroflexion of the tongue
4 Ta voiceless unaspirated no English equivalent
(however, in borrowed words in Hindi, this consonant is substituted for English £
3 Tha voiceless aspirated no English equivalent (aspirated version of € )
S Da voiced unaspirated no English equivalent
(however, in borrowed words in Hindi, this consonant is substituted for English d)
S Dha voiced aspirated no English equivalent (aspirated version of € )

) Na nasal consonant usually pronounced like ¥ , except when followed by one of the retroflexes above;
’ then it is always pronounced as a retroflex nasal.

tongue-flip consonants: tip of tongue flips from retroflex position to middle of mouth

g Ra voiced unaspirated no English equivalent

4 Rha voiced aspirated no English equivalent (aspirated version of € )

ta varg: t1p of tongue touches the teeth (not the ridge behind the teeth like in English)

d voiceless unaspirated no English equivalent (like Spanish )

9 tha voiceless aspirated no English equivalent (however, in borrowed words in Hindi, this consonant is
substituted for English th as in bath &T¢ )

[ d voiced unaspirated no English equivalent (like Spanish d)

g dha voiced aspirated no English equivalent (however, in borrowed words in Hindi, this consonant is
substituted for English th as in the &ft )

Gl m nasal no English equivalent (like Spanish n)

pa varg: labial consonants

q o voiceless unaspirated like English p but unaspirated as in spit, spy

% pha voiceless aspirated like English p but more strongly aspirated

q ba voiced unaspirated similar to English b

q bha voiced aspirated no English equivalent (aspirated version of & )

q ma nasal similar to English m

other consonants

q ya semi-vowel similar to English y in yes

k3 ra trill no English equivalent (like Spanish r )

() b lateral no English equivalent (tongue touches teeth)

g va like English w in &g, &T&,71 but before [e] or [i] as in &3 more like v

T & sibilant like English sh in shot

g o1 sibilant usually pronounced like 3

q 9 sibilant like English s in sea, soft

g h similar to English A in Himalaya , home

common Perso-Arabic consonants (not considered separate in Devanagari alphabet)

o xa air flows between back of tongue and soft palate, like ch in Scottish loch, German Bach.

ST za voiced fricative like English z in bazaar

% fa voiceless fricative like English








